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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Anyone who comes from far away to live in a city knows that the deepest and 
most distant memories can be triggered by an aroma, an instant reminder of 
home.  Music and food are among the strongest cultural expressions of our 
roots, tying us to our origins through pathways much more profound and direct 
than conscious thought. 
 
SABOR Y MEMORIA will explore how individuals are changed by a new 
environment, while at the same time changing it.  Themes of nostalgia, identity, 
pride, enjoyment of life, and of course, food, will be the threads connecting the 
movements.  From the appetizer through dessert, the suite will combine and 
contrast Latin musical genres old and new in much the same way that flavors are 
blended in the cuisine of a new land. The rhythms will most likely be from Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, Mexico, Argentina and Venezuela (tba). The singers, the Latin rhythm 
section and the string ensemble will be voices in a dialog that celebrates the 
diversity of Latin cultures and the ways they affect each other and the dominant 
culture in the process of assimilating to a new life in the U.S. Additionally, the 
suite will address sustainable agriculture, the slow food movement, hunger, the 
global food crisis and the scarcity of healthy foods in U.S.’s inner city areas. 
 
TENTATIVE OUTLINE – movements subject to change 
 

1. Appetizer: No me hables de “fas fú” (Don’t talk to me about fast food) - 
Cuban son 

2. Cosas verdes (Green Things) – Venezuelan merengue caraqueño  
3. Olor a chiles (A Smell of Chiles) - Mexican vals/huapango 
4. Mi cocina (My Kitchen) – Argentine milonga 
5. Hambre (Hunger) – Argentine zamba 
6. El Tamal - tbd 
7. Chocolate – Colombian bullerengue 
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Marketing & Community Outreach: Beyond the concert hall 

   
“Sabor y Memoria (Flavor and Memory) offers a huge range of possibilities for 
involving communities and expanding the performance beyond the concert hall. 
Just as Sol y Canto’s last touring show, “Noche de Muertos” involves Mexican 
community groups, dance groups, food vendors and artists, creating an event 
around the performance, “Sabor y Memoria” could be tied to cooking classes and 
demonstrations, food drives, and outreach around hunger, nutrition, sustainable 
agriculture, and availability of fresh produce and other healthy food in low-
income areas. For example, inviting chefs/ restaurateurs to offer food tastings 
from Colombia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Argentina, Cuba, etc. in the 
lobby of venues or nearby eateries, can bring sabor and aroma to the event, 
adding to the sensory value of the concert experience. 
 
The Composer 
 
Brian Amador  
A Chicano/Gringo mongrel from Albuquerque, New Mexico, Brian studied 
classical guitar, composition, and improvisation at New England Conservatory of 
Music in Boston, and flamenco guitar in Albuquerque and Madrid. For five years 
Brian was principal guitarist of the Ramón de los Reyes Spanish Dance Theatre. In 
1995 he received a highly competitive artist grant awarded to the state's 
"exceptional artists" by the Massachusetts Cultural Council for music 
composition. He was the first and only Latino composer to be commissioned by 
the Celebrity Series of Boston; he composed the orchestral suite PRISMA DE 
AMORES, which Sol y Canto debuted with the Boston Modern Orchestra Project in 
2001 at the historic Sanders Theater. Recently selected as a MacDowell Artist 
Colony Fellow, he will continue working on composing “Sabor y Memoria’  at the 
Colony from February to March, 2009. Brian's guitar style is as mixed as his 
heritage, combining flamenco, classical, a wide variety of Latin American styles, 
and jazz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Artists 

SOL Y CANTO    
 

Joyful, original Latin roots music 
Passionate, poetic, playful and honest 

 
The heart and soul of this Latin roots sextet are 
Puerto Rican/Argentine vocalist Rosi Amador's 
crystalline vocals and New Mexican husband Brian's 

sumptuous Spanish guitar and evocative compositions. The Amadors celebrate 
their 25th anniversary as Latin music ambassadors in the U.S. in the 2009/10 
season while Sol y Canto celebrates its 15th anniversary. Sol y Canto features 
guitarist/composer Brian Amador's original compositions in richly diverse Latin 
American rhythms along with fresh arrangements of popular Latin 
compositions. Together with their virtuoso accompanists from Uruguay, Peru, 
Panama and Argentina on piano, upright bass, percussion and wind instruments, 
the musicians of Sol y Canto serve up a delicious and constantly changing 
musical feast, from tender ballads to driving dance rhythms featuring 
breathtaking vocal harmonies. Their lyrics address social justice alongside 
matters of the heart.  Their latest CD, “Cada Dia un Regalo/Each Day a Gift” 
(October 2008) was described as “unfailingly inspiring” by Billboard Magazine. 
From Boston’s Symphony Hall and the Kennedy Center, to the White House, the 
California World Music Festival Puerto Rico’s Instituto de Cultura and Los 
Angeles’ Getty Center, Sol y Canto plays for audiences of all ages, celebrating 
Latin culture through its exuberant music. Known for their charming 
introductions in English, the Amadors make this music accessible to all 
audiences, whether North Americans or Latinos. Visit http://www.solycanto.com 
to read critical reviews, movies and music. 
 
WHAT PRESENTERS SAY ABOUT SOL Y CANTO 
 
I have heard nothing but raves from everyone, especially our new works funder. He was especially 
grateful to see such a diverse audience. I also received a call this morning from one of my board 
members who said it was the type of concert that made him proud to be associated with the 
Series. Lastly, I want to say one more time how wonderful you both were to work with. Thank you 
again, and relish the standing ovation and the accolades coming your way. 

-Martha H. Jones, President and Executive Director, Celebrity Series, Boston 
 
"Many thanks for a wonderful concert … an exceptional night of music, culture and  history!" 

Mervon Mehta, VP Programming and Education, Kimmel Center, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
I loved you! Your depth, your spirit, your giving, your musicality and artistry was wonderful… We 
love our community and believe that we can strengthen it through the arts, especially with artists 
of your caliber. Rosi, all the best to Brian and the band. Thank them for me.  

-Joyce M. Bonomini, Director 
The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute, Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater, FL 

    



 
 
CUARTETO LATINOAMERICANO 
 
“Matchless in tonal magnitude, tuneful fluency and 
concentrated teamwork." 

- The Washington Post 
 

 
 
“One can always expect creative, against-the-grain programming from these prophets, 
who long ago anticipated—and helped set off—the current boom in Latin American 
classical music.” 

–  Los Angeles Times 
  

 
Cuarteto Latinoamericano is known worldwide as the leading proponent of 
Latin American music for string quartet. This award-winning ensemble from 
Mexico was formed in 1982 and consists of the three Bitrán brothers, violinists 
Saúl and Arón and cellist Alvaro, along with violinist Javier Montiel. The Cuarteto 
was nominated for a Grammy award in 2002 in the field of Best Chamber Music 
Recording as well as for a Latin Grammy. They have performed Julian Obrón’s 
Concerto Grosso for Quartet and Orchestra with many orchestras including the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic under Esa-Pekka Salonen, the Seattle Symphony under 
Gerard Schwarz, with the National Arts Center Orchestra in Ottawa, the Orquesta 
Filarmónica de la Ciudad de México, the Dallas Symphony and the Simón Bolívar 
Orchestra of Venezuela conducted by Eduardo Mata. The Cuarteto has toured 
extensively around the world including performances in Europe, North, Central, 
and South America, as well as in New Zealand and Israel and they have appeared 
in a wide range of venues from the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC to the 
Santa Fe Chamber Music festival, Dartmouth College, Cornell University, Carnegie 
Hall, Teatro Alla Scala, Dartington Festival and the Ojai Festival. They have 
collaborated with many artists including cellist Janos Startker, guitarists Narciso 
Yepes and Sharon Isbin, pianists Santiago Rodriguez, Cyprien Katsaris and 
Rudolph Buchbinder, and tenor Ramon Vargas. The Cuarteto is in residence at 
Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh and the Instituto Nacional de Bellas 
Artes in Mexico City. 
 
Since 2004, the Cuarteto Latinoamericano has been awarded the “México en 
Escena” grant, from Mexico’s National Fund for Arts and Culture. Thanks to this 
support, The Cuarteto has developed an intense educational program in Mexico’s 
major professional music schools, and also present a retrospective series of 
concerts with music for string quartet from virtually all Latin American countries. 
Additionally, and as part of this grant, The Cuarteto is collaborating with 
prestigious Mexican filmmakers on a series of video clips, which will feature 
works for quartet by Latin American composers; as well as a documentary 
celebrating the quartet’s 25th anniversary. 
 
Visit www.cuartetolatinoamericano.org for more information. 


